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IN TRODUCTION  
 
 
This Initial Study (IS) document evaluates potential environmental effects resulting from construction 
and operation of the proposed Project (òProjectó). The proposed Project is subject to the guidelines and 
regulations of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Therefore, this document has been 
prepared in compliance with the relevant provisions of CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines as 
implemented by the City of Los Angeles (City). Based on the analysis provided within this Initial Study, 
the City has concluded that the Project will not result in significant impacts on the environment. This 
Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration are intended as informational documents and are 
ultimately required to be adopted by the decision maker prior to project approval by the City. 
 
 
 

PURPOSE OF AN INTIAL STUDY  
 
 
The California Environmental Quality Act was enacted in 1970 with several basic purposes: (1) to inform 
governmental decision makers and the public about the potential significant environmental effects of 
proposed projects; (2) to identify ways that environmental damage can be avoided or significantly 
reduced; (3) to prevent significant, avoidable damage to the environment by requiring changes in projects 
through the use of feasible alternatives or mitigation measures; and (4) to disclose to the public the 
reasons behind a projectõs approval even if significant environmental effects are anticipated. 
 
An application for the proposed project has been submitted to the Los Angeles County Department of 
Regional Planning for discretionary review. The Department of Regional Planning, as Lead Agency, has 
determined that the project is subject to CEQA, and the preparation of an Initial Study is required. 
 
An Initial Study is a preliminary analysis conducted by the Lead Agency, in consultation with other 
agencies (responsible or trustee agencies, as applicable), to determine whether there is substantial 
evidence that a project may have a significant effect on the environment. If the Initial Study concludes 
that the Project, with mitigation, may have a significant effect on the environment, an Environmental 
Impact Report should be prepared; otherwise the Lead Agency may adopt a Negative Declaration or a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration. 
 
This Initial Study has been prepared in accordance with CEQA (Public Resources Code §21000 et seq.), 
the State CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, §15000 et seq.), and the City of 
Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines (1981, amended 2006).
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Executive Summary 
  
 
  
 
 
Project title: Clean Harbors Rancho Dominguez Project/ PROJECT 2018-000262 /  RPPL2019003152 

Certificate of Compliance Application / RPPL2019004340 Conditional Use Permit /  RPPL2019004342 

Environmental 

 
Lead agency name and address:  
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning 
320 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Contact Person and phone number:  
Christina Nguyen, Regional Planner 
(213) 974-6462 
 
Project sponsorõs name and address:  
Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Inc. 
c/o David Hurley 
42 Longwater Drive Box 9149, Norwell, MA 02061 
(435) 901-3488 
 
Agent: Parallel Design Studios 
c/o Keith Hall 
75 Higuera Street #165, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
(805) 541-9160 
 
Project location: 18408 S. Laurel Park, Rancho Dominguez, CA 90220  
APN:  7318-019-031 and 7318-008-028 USGS Quad: Long Beach 
 
Gross Acreage: 2.37 acres 
 
General plan designation: M-2-IP, Heavy Manufacturing 
 
Community/Area wide Plan designation: Not applicable. Not within a Community Standards District 
 
Zoning: M-2-IP, heavy manufacturing. Not within a Community Standards District  
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Project Description 
 
 
Clean Harbors Environmental Services proposes the Clean Harbors Rancho Dominguez Project (Project).  
The Project includes a high hazard storage room, an outdoor four-hour rated flammable storage container, 
high pile storage racking, and upgrading the fire suppression system to accommodate the necessary product 
storage at the Rancho Dominguez facility (Project site). The proposed storage of hazardous materials would 
occur inside the renovated H occupancy rated warehouse, inside of a non-accessible four-hour rated 
flammable storage container, or inside of trailers parked at the loading dock that are incidental to 
transportation (refer to Figures 1 and 2).  The outdoor storage container consists of four hour rated wall 
construction, self-contained sump explosion proof mechanical vent, and a dry-chem suppression unit. 

The Project site is approximately 2.37 acres and is currently used for company office, warehouse, and vehicle 

storage. There is approximately 33,465 square feet of building area total. 

The Project site is currently a technical services operation and includes 12 box trucks, two rolloff straight job 

trucks, and 13 tractors available to tow 25 van trailers, three rolloff trailers, or six tanker trailers. There can be 

up to 15 empty rolloff containers staged onsite at any time. There is also one trailer onsite for the purposes 

of storing supplies supporting the hazardous household waste collections (HHW) which includes personal 

protective equipment such as gloves, glasses etc. Currently, there are no hazardous materials stored in any of 

the trailers in the yard.  

The Project site is currently occupied by approximately 50 employees, 30 of which are field employees and 

spend limited time onsite or in the office.  The proposed Project would include a distribution operation that 

would add up to eight employees, for a total of 58 employees.  The Project site would remain operating within 

the normal business hours of 8:00 am to 5:00 pm; however, there is activity at the loading dock that occurs 

before and after normal business hours.  This activity occurs between 5:00 am and 8:00 pm, depending upon 

delivery and dispatch schedules.  The proposed addition of a distribution center would not materially affect 

the current hours of operation.  All distribution activity would be constrained to the warehouse and loading 

dock areas.  The outdoor storage container is currently located on the southeast corner of the paved yard.  

The container would not be used for storage of flammable materials until Project approval but may be utilized 

for storage of other non-hazardous materials in the interim.   

The proposed uses and densities are consistent with the existing General Plan, the Area Plan land use 
designations, and zoning development standards. The Project includes the addition of high-piled storage 
racking, an upgraded fire suppression system, and a change in California Building Code Occupancy (CBC) 
from S-1 to a mix of B, S-1, and H-3. No square footage is proposed to be added to the building; however, 
proposed modifications include: fire rated walls, a containment curb between the H-3 occupancy and other 
occupancies, employee locker rooms, and an accessibility barrier removal in ground floor restrooms. Exterior 
modifications include replacement of an overhead door with a smaller overhead door to allow room for the 
addition of a fire department access door. Further modifications include accessibility barrier removal in the 
parking lot area and the addition of accessibility parking spaces and path of travel to meet compliance 
standards, placement of a fire rated storage container in the paving on the east edge of the work yard, and 
landscaping additions.  Installation of the outdoor storage container would include 16 helical concrete screws 
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(soil anchors).  Each helical concrete screw is approximately four to six inches in diameter and up to four feet 
in length. 
 
Surrounding land uses and setting:  The Project site is currently surrounded by multiple manufacturing, 
shipping, and distribution companies in an industrial area in Los Angeles County, CA. Directly adjacent to 
the project site is a steel manufacturing warehouse, a railroad, and a residential mobile home park. The 
residential area is located north of the Project site and is surrounded by other industrial development. 
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